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The Three Hares, A Curiosity Worth Regarding

Tom Greeves Sue Andrew Chris Chapman

| am writing to you as your name and contact details are on our private mailing list regarding
an expression of interest in the above title...

At Chagford Show in the summer of 2023 | met up with a friend who is a well-known
bookseller here in Devon. He told me that in the previous year he had sold two second-hand
copies of our book, one for £300, the other for an even greater sum. He asked if | had any
left in stock? | replied “ I’'m afraid not, it’s long out of print.”” As | left the tent the benefit of
hindsight started to spoil my day. If we had priced it correctly in the first place, we would
have had the funds for a reprint. A review in New Scientist led to an interview with Sue on
the BBC World Service, and before we knew it the book was being posted to all corners of
the globe and it soon sold out.

Since then we have tried to find a publisher to take over the title, but because the book is
deemed to be academic, we have not been able to find one, despite having a long list of

people who would like a copy.

Given that the cost of a reprint is out of our reach, in 2024 we released the title as a
downloadable PDF e-book @ £75.00 GBP.

If this is of interest, | have inserted details of how to purchase, together with a sample of the
personalised bookplate.

| look forward to hearing from you.

Best wishes,

Email: chapchrisman@gmail.com Mobile: + 44 (0) 7796 977675
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The Three Hares - A Curiosity Worth Regarding

Tom Greeves, Sue Andrew and Chris Chapman

with contributions from David Singmaster, Laurie Smith and Richard Westcott

From fifteenth-century rural churches in deepest Devon to sixth-century cave temples on
the edge of the Gobi Desert in China, this book follows its three authors — Tom Greeves, Sue
Andrew and Chris Chapman — over a period of twenty-five years or more, on the tantalising
trail of a mysterious medieval motif. The motif — three hares running in a circle sharing three
ears which form a triangle at the centre of the design —is a paradox, for although only three
ears are depicted each beast has two.

Along the way, a modern Devon myth is exposed, and the Three Hares in the sacred art of
Christianity, Judaism and Buddhism are explored, and tentatively explained, before the trail
leads into the Islamic world, and the great Mongol Empire. The creative spirit which gave
form to the Three Hares in the medieval period, and which survived conflict and conquest,
manifests itself in modern times and the inspirational work of contemporary craftspeople is
presented.
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Contributions from specialist authors on puzzles, geometry, and number bring the book full
circle. The book is richly illustrated with photographs of people and place, and of exquisite,
rare and precious artefacts held in private collections. Unusually, the book also gives a
valuable insight into the photographic method.

Peter Beacham OBE, former Heritage Protection Director for English Heritage, writes:

This book is a revelation. What begins as a personal quest of the three authors
to discover more about a curious motif found in the medieval roofs of some
modest Devon churches develops into an unexpected odyssey, sustained over
decades, which takes them across continents and into many different cultures
and faiths. Exploring beyond ever widening horizons as they pursue the
extraordinarily diverse manifestations of this humble yet haunting image, their
tale is rich in human encounter and cultural discovery, diligently researched,
thoughtfully and engagingly told, and beautifully illustrated.

e-book, 370 pages including jacket, 326 illustrations

Price: £75.00

Details on how to order an e-book

Please email Chris Chapman on chapchrisman@gmail.com with your name, contact details
and the name that you wish to appear on your personal bookplate.

| will then issue you with a secure PayPal invoice (you don’t need a PayPal account) and
once the invoice is settled, | will then transfer the file via WeTransfer and email you
separately a password to unlock the book. Your book will be password protected from
unauthorised copying of text and images.

On the next page is a bookplate as an illustration of how your name will appear:


mailto:chapchrisman@gmail.com
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Contd...

Our eBook is supplied as a PDF. If you don’t have a PDF reader on your computer or laptop

below is a link to the software. It is free, perfectly safe and the trusted industry standard for
reading a PDF.

Adobe Acrobat Reader

https://get.adobe.com/uk/reader/

Publicity

The Daily Telegraph, Saturday July 3, 2004


https://get.adobe.com/uk/reader/
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ENDS



